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The Magic of Lanterns 2010 
Like A Painting 

 

Montréal, August 26, 2010 – To salute this year’s Shanghai World Expo and the 25th anniversary of the 
friendship between Montréal and Shanghai, Montréal's Nature Museums invite visitors of all ages to the 
18th edition of The Magic of Lanterns, from September 10 to October 31, at the Chinese Garden in 
the Botanical Garden. This year’s theme, Like a Painting, is inspired by the most famous traditional 
Chinese painting: Qing Ming Shang He Tu (Along the River during the Qing Ming Festival). Visitors can 
have fun spotting lanterns representing some of the close to 200 elements in the life-size reproduction of 
the painting, including the mandarin on horseback, the traveller riding a camel and the lovely Chinese 
woman seated in a sedan chair. 

The Magic of Lanterns features new thematic lanterns in all shapes and sizes, as well as over 700 superb 
traditional lanterns every year. This year, to salute the Insectarium’s 20th anniversary, giant lanterns in the 
shapes of grasshoppers, dragonflies and butterflies have been added along the paths around the museum 
devoted to insects. Visitors can also enjoy jasmine-scented green tea ($) and delicious Chinese pastries 
($), and even prolong the magic by taking home tiny paper Chinese lanterns, available at the Chinese 
Garden gift shop. 

A masterful work 
The Qing Ming Shang He Tu is a veritable Chinese national treasure. It was painted in 1127 on a 5.28-
metre silk scroll by a Song Dynasty artist. This superb fresco depicts the lives of the inhabitants in and 
around the city of Bianjing on the day of the Qing Ming festival, a key period in the lunar calendar when 
the Chinese honour their ancestors. Looking closely at the painting, one can see that it offers some 
valuable clues about urban life in 12th-century China, a time when cities were growing spectacularly. The 
Qing Ming Shang He Tu is housed at the Palace Museum in Beijing and is very rarely displayed. You 
won’t want to miss this chance to admire the masterpiece reproduced in lanterns!  
 
A longstanding tradition 
The use of decorative lanterns to brighten and illuminate Chinese festivities dates back to the Han 
Dynasty (206 B.C. - 220 A.D.). The evening celebration is traditionally held during the New Year cycle of 
festivities, as adults and children carrying lanterns stroll through the streets at dusk.  
 
Environmentally friendly magic - In keeping with its commitment to the environment, the Botanical Garden has 
reduced its energy use tenfold since 2008, thanks to the TFT LED Contactless System.  
 

The Magic of Lanterns 2010 
September 10 to October 31 

At the Chinese Garden in the Botanical Garden, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily. 
WEDNESDAY TO SUNDAY: A guided tour of the lanterns – 6 p.m. (30 minutes) 

THURSDAY to SUNDAY: Erhu (Chinese two-string violin), 5:30 to 9 p.m. 
FRIDAY and SUNDAY: Presentations and games to explore the importance of tea in Chinese culture 

 

And don’t miss 
DAILY: Chinese calligraphy workshop – 4 to 4:45 p.m. 

THURSDAY: The Stars Put on a Show! – stargazing evenings presented by Rio Tinto Alcan, 7 to 9:30 p.m. 
 

 

Montréal's Nature Museums – the Biodôme, Insectarium, Botanical Garden and Planetarium – helping 
people enjoy nature to the fullest. 
 

Follow us on Facebook for exclusive offers and all the latest news! 
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Information: 
Karine Jalbert, Communications Co-ordinator 
Telephone: 514 872-1453 
E-mail: karinejalbert@ville.montreal.qc.ca 

 
François Ouellet, Marketing Representative 
Telephone: 514 872-3232 
E-mail: fouellet_2@ville.montreal.qc.ca 
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